


KNOWING THE HEART OF GOD
by Dale Rum ble

Pref ace

To be ef fec tive in min is try is more than sim ply be ing or tho dox and
timely in what one says. It comes by be ing able to speak from what is in the
heart of God. When we ad dress an is sue in min is try, if it were pos si ble to
ex press what He would say and how He feels con cern ing the sub ject, our
words would al ways be fruit ful. A key in do ing this is to rec og nize the un -
chang ing bur dens of His heart. This tract has been writ ten to un veil what I
be lieve these bur dens to be. 

“When I Was a Child (1 Cor in thi ans 13:9-12)

A child’s first con cept of its mother arises through rec og niz ing her
as a source of food. Over time, un der stand ing grows to in clude such things
as com fort, care and even tu ally love and re la tion ship, When the child has
grown up it will pos sess a ma ture un der stand ing of the con cerns, de sires
and as pi ra tions that are in the mother’s heart for her child.

It is not too dif fer ent with Chris tians and their com pre hen sion of the
Lord’s will and pri ori ties for them. For ex am ple, I re call how, as a new con -
vert, God’s heart to ward me seemed to be ex pressed by the words of John
3:16. I saw the Lord pri mar ily through the eyes of this scrip ture. It was true
reve la tion of Him, but it was also a lim ited view.

Some years later as I con sid ered the Lord’s claim on my life, the be -
ati tudes (Mat thew 5:1-12) came alive with mean ing to me. They ex pressed
the Lord’s heart for how He ex pected me to walk be fore Him. They be came 
key prin ci ples of king dom con duct, a dis til la tion of God’s right eous ness
that He seeks to in fuse into my life. My un der stand ing of the heart of God
grew with this new di men sion of knowl edge.

How ever, af ter I had be come ac tive in min is try, the Lord be gan to
re veal His heart to me in a still newer way. I de vel oped a greater ap pre cia -
tion of His love for the church. Four chap ters, in par ticu lar, be came very
real to me: Ro mans 12, 1 Cor in thi ans 12, 14 and Eph esi ans 4. For the first
time I be gan to re al ize how sig nifi cant the hori zon tal as pect of sal va tion is;
how the chil dren of God are re lated to gether as one body in Christ. The
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Lord’s heart be came much larger in my sight when I saw how He loved
equally all of His chil dren, even those with whom I per son ally found it
more dif fi cult to fel low ship.

To day, as I look back over the his tory of chang ing em pha sis in my
life I im me di ately face the fol low ing ques tion, “Will this pro cess con tinue
to take place?” I be lieve, and hope, that the an swer is “Yes,” for it surely is
a sign of spiri tual growth.

It is cer tain that God’s Per son and ways will al ways be greater than
our un der stand ing of them, but is also true that as we grow spiri tu ally we
will in crease in our knowl edge of Him. There fore, we must al ways be open 
and will ing to ad just our the ol ogy as we know Him bet ter.

How ever, there is a con cern. When I re call the pe ri ods of dif fer ent
em pha ses in my per sonal life, I re al ize now that I was not al ways well-
 balanced in what I ma jored on in min is try. And if I was not prop erly bal -
anced, then I could not im part a bal ance of truth to oth ers.

Con se quently, I be gan a search for scrip tures that have a place of
foun da tional and in vari ant im por tance in the heart of the Lord. While it is
true that my un der stand ing will be modi fied as I grow in Christ, there must
be key truths in His heart that never change in their im por tance.

The night be fore the Lord Je sus faced the cross, hav ing com pleted
the min is try for which He came to earth, He poured out His heart in prayer
to His Fa ther in heaven. His words, re corded in Chap ter sev en teen of
John’s gos pel, are an ex pres sion of the ma jor con cerns that filled His heart.
He fore saw all that would oc cur be fore He was to re turn for His bride. He
prayed for the to tal vic tory of Cal vary, not only for His dis ci ples of that
day, but also for those in each sub se quent gen era tion who would be lieve in
Him. I see no rea son why His con cerns, on that night nearly two- thousand
years ago, are any dif fer ent to day. They are vi tal truths that re veal the heart
of God to us and they are un chang ing in their im por tance!

We are near ing the time when God’s pur pose for this age will be
com pleted, and Je sus will re turn. There fore, this par ticu lar scripture should 
be used to re view our the ol ogy and re ex am ine our com mit ment to Him.

Let us con sider His prayer, as re corded in John, Chap ter 17, which
so viv idly ex pressed our Lord’s heart as He faced Cal vary, and which I be -
lieve is still His heart’s cry to day. The fol low ing three foun da tional truths
were His bur dens.
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(1) The Glory of God

The glory of God is the domi nant theme in His prayer, be ing men -
tioned eight times in the twenty- six verses, and it is the first sub ject in tro -
duced in verse one. It took prece dence over all other con cerns in our Lord’s 
heart, and it should merit the same em pha sis to us and in all min is try goals
of the church. When we gather to gether there is never an ob jec tive more
im por tant than the glory of His pres ence. If He is miss ing, we have noth -
ing!

When we ele vate some doc trine, prac tice, struc ture, or any thing else 
as a goal above seek ing the glory of God, we are in er ror. It is the glory of
God, not the needs of  men, that must come first in our pray ers, our the ol -
ogy and our min is try. Whether or not it will glo rify God is the one valid test 
of all en deav ors.

The first prayer re quest of Je sus was for His Fa ther to glo rify Him as
He went to the cross, so that He might, in turn, glo rify the Fa ther. In what -
ever we un der take in min is try, ab so lutely noth ing else should ever rank
above that same re quest in our pray ers. Eve ry thing that we seek to ac com -
plish in the king dom should, first of all, be tested to en sure it would glo rify
God. This is the one true test for all min is try goals. We ought not pray to be
de liv ered from un pleas ant cir cum stances, but that we would bring Him
glory as we go through them.

His words con tain an en cour ag ing, al though in di rect, ref er ence to
God’s keep ing power and grace that is ex tended to those who trust in Him,
In verses six to ten, Je sus de clares that He has been glo ri fied in those be -
liev ers whom the Fa ther has given Him. He says this de spite His fore -
knowl edge of their fail ures in the fu ture, how they would fail to keep watch 
with Him in prayer that very night, and how they would for sake Him the
next day. Our pray ers and serv ice to Him ought to have the same con fi -
dence and faith in the sov er eignty of God over all af fairs in the lives of
those who we serve and care for. Within the con text of our com mit ment, we 
must know that God causes all things to work to gether for good in our
lives! He will never leave us or for sake us. We can ex pect to go through
test ing and tribu la tions, for these are what es tab lished char ac ter in us. If we 
rec og nize that at all times we can glo rify Christ, even in the low times of
our ex pe ri ences, it will give us great con fi dence. We need not go from cri -
sis to cri sis but we can learn to live in the sup ply of His pres ence that is al -
ways with us. It is not how I see my self in the cir cum stances of the pres ent
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that is re al ity, but how He sees me in the fu ture be ing a par taker of His
glory.

For those whom He foreknew, He also pre des tined to be con formed
to the im age of His Son, so that He would be the first- born among
many breth ren; and these whom He pre des tined, He also called;
and these whom He called, He also jus ti fied; and these whom He
jus ti fied, He also glo ri fied! (Ro mans 8:29-30)

The key verbs in the above verses are in the past tense; I “have
been” glo ri fied in Christ.

We of ten be come caught up with the im por tance of mo men tary is -
sues so that we lose sight of the over all pic ture. Per haps it is a trial we face,
or we feel over whelmed by an af flic tion or by the mag ni tude of some or -
deal be fore us. God wants us to re late eve ry thing in our lives and min is tries
to His pur pose, and rest in Him to bring His will to pass. Af ter all, it is the
pur pose of God that is to un der gird and di rect what we do for Him. He has
called us and given us grace to serve Him in works that He has pre pared be -
fore hand for us (Ephe si ans 2:10).

The Spirit Him self tes ti fies with our spirit that we are chil dren of
God, and if chil dren, heirs also, heirs of God and fel low heirs with
Christ, if in deed we suf fer with Him so that we may also be glo ri fied
with Him. (Ro mans 8:16-17)

For to you it has been granted for Christ’s sake, not only to be lieve
in Him, but also to suf fer for His sake. (Philip pi ans 1:29)

Once we un der stand that we are be ing prepared for His glory, we no
longer need to be dis cour aged or sur prised by tribu la tions and test ings.
They are our friends.

Be loved, do not be sur prised at the fiery or deal among you, which
comes upon you for your test ing, as though some strange thing were 
hap pen ing to you. (1 Pe ter 4:13)

There fore, we do not lose heart, but though our outer man is de cay -
ing, yet our in ner man is be ing re newed day by day. For mo men -
tary, light af flic tion is pro duc ing for us an eter nal weight of glory
far be yond all com pari son. (2 Cor in thi ans 4:17)

The bot tom line for us, when we faith fully en dure, is that the eter nal
quali ties of His char ac ter will be de vel oped within us.
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. . . we also ex ult in our tribu la tions, know ing that tribu la tion brings
about per se ver ance; and perseverance proven char ac ter . . . (Ro -
mans 5:3-4)

Con sider it all joy, my breth ren, when you en coun ter vari ous tri als,
know ing that the test ing of your faith pro duces en dur ance. And let
en dur ance have its per fect re sult, that you may be per fect and com -
plete, lack ing in noth ing . . . . Blessed is a man who per se veres un -
der trial; for once he has been ap proved, he will re ceive the crown
of life . . . (James 1:2-4, 12)

. .. For if we died with Him, we shall also live with Him; if we en -
dure, we shall also reign with Him . . .(2 Timo thy 1:11-120

These were the thoughts of Je sus when He said that He had been glo -
ri fied in His dis ci ples. His words bridge the time be tween when the pur -
pose of God is ini ti ated un til the day it will be com pleted. Be fore the world
was cre ated, Je sus shared the glory of His Fa ther. At that time long ago,
God pur posed to ex press the full ness of His glory through many sons,
those from the world who would be lieve the gos pel, and, choose to love
and serve Him be ing con formed to the im age of His Son (Ro mans 8:16-19,
29-30). At this time, be fore Adam was cre ated, the Lamb of God was com -
mit ted to the cross. Je sus re ferred to this early pe riod of time when the pur -
pose of God was set in motion, as He prayed that those who would be lieve
in Him might be with Him in the fu ture to be hold His glory. Thus, His
prayer em braced the whole of God’s min is try. The Lord is not just sav ing
sin ners from hell, He is pre par ing a peo ple for His glory!

It is not suf fi cient to see peo ple saved and de liv ered from sin, we are
also to see them pre pared and chal lenged to gain the glory of the Lord Je sus 
Christ.

. . . be cause God has cho sen you from the be gin ning for sal va tion
through sanc ti fi ca tion by the Spirit and faith in the truth. It was for
this He called you through our gos pel, that you may gain the glory
of our Lord Je sus Christ. (2 Thes sa lo ni ans 2:13-14)

So that you may walk in a man ner wor thy of the God who calls you
into His own King dom and glory. (1 Thes sa lo ni ans 2:12)

We must learn to not run from tri als and tribu la tions but to en dure
them. For in do ing so, the dis ci pline of the Lord can pre pare us to share His
ho li ness (He brews 12:7-11). How ever, to have faith and con fi dence to
walk this way re quires more than open ing a win dow or the back door of
one’s heart; the front door must be opened wide to Him! The goal of God’s
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glory is the vi sion we are to im part to all who re ceive the gos pel, for this is
the first pri or ity of His heart.

(2) One Body in Christ

I be lieve the sec ond pri or ity in His prayer is that His dis ci ples ex pe -
ri ence the one ness that He shares with His Fa ther. Unity of be liev ers is a
sub ject much nearer the heart of God than most of us re al ize. Four verses
(11, 21, 22, 23) of the twenty- six which com prise John Chap ter 17 ex press
the Lord’s con cern that His peo ple be one, even as He and His Fa ther are
one. The suf fer ing that Je sus en dured in His scourg ing and on the cross
were not only for our sins, sick nesses and well- being, but also for the spiri -
tual health of His own body. He suf fered in His flesh that Jew and Gen tile
be liev ers might be united as one in His Spirit.

But now in Christ Je sus you who for merly were far off have been
brought near by the blood of Christ. For He Him self is our peace,
who made both groups into one and broke down the bar rier of the
di vid ing wall, by abol ish ing in His flesh, the en mity which is the
Law of com mand ments con tained in or di nances, so that in Him self
He might make the two into one new man, thus es tab lish ing peace,
and might rec on cile them both into one body to God through the
cross, by it hav ing put to death the en mity. (Ephe si ans 2:13-16)

The thrust of most teach ing on this sub ject is of ten very su per flu ous. 
Unity is gen er ally equated to be ing in agree ment on doc trine and prac tice.
In fact, Chris tians are one in iden tity be cause they bear His name and they
are one in es sence be cause they share His life, and they are one in prac tice
to the ex tent that they reveal His char ac ter. Thus, unity is al to gether a ques -
tion of our re la tion ship to Je sus.

The words of Je sus were clear con cern ing the iden tity of His fol low -
ers:

Holy Fa ther, keep them in Your name, the name which You have
given Me, that they may be one, even as We are. (John 17:11)

It is also quite clear that the reality of be ing in the body of Christ is
through par tak ing of the Holy Spirit.

For by one Spirit we were all bap tized into one body . . . and we were 
all made to drink of one Spirit. (1 Cor in thi ans 12:13)

God’s glory will unite His people.
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And the glory which Thou hast given me I have given to them, that
they may be one, just as We are one; I in them, and Thou in Me, that
they may be per fected in unity . . . (John 17:22-23)

How can glory be the ba sis of unity? When Moses asked God to
show His glory to him, the Lord re sponded by de clar ing His name and His
good ness (or char ac ter) to Moses (Exo dus 33:18-19; 34:6-7). Thus, in this
life, God equates His glory to His na ture (or char ac ter). In the spirit world,
His glory would be a Sheki nah bright ness that we could not be hold in our
flesh.

This re la tion ship of glory and char ac ter was con firmed through the
life of Je sus, for the dis ci ples re ferred to His char ac ter by say ing that they
had be held His glory as the glory of the only be got ten of the Fa ther, full of
grace and truth (John 1;14: He brews 1:3). It is His na ture re vealed in our
lives that draws men to Je sus and pro motes unity in the body of Christ. This 
is quite ap par ent in scrip tures, such as Ephe si ans 4:1-3 and Co los sians
3:12-15, which ex hort us to put on kind ness, hu mil ity, pa tience, for bear -
ance, for give ness, etc. as the means of be com ing, in prac tice, the one body
we are called to be in Christ. Love is de fined as the per fect bond of unity.
The proof of our iden tity to the world is seen in the re al ity of our love for
one an other. 

By this all men will know that you are My dis ci ples, if you have love
for one an other. (John 13:35)

The heart of God is to bring forth di ver sity in the body of Christ,
with each be liever, cell group or as sem bly be com ing a unique ex pres sion
of the life and char ac ter of the Lord. Each Chris tian has been ex tended
grace to fill a place in lo cal ex pres sions of the body of Christ that no one
else could fill. It is only when each mem ber has been equipped for serv ice
in their unique place, that a church can fully mani fest the Lord Je sus Christ
to its lo cal ity. One only has to look at the tre men dous di ver sity ex hib ited in
flow ers, birds, jew els, the plan ets, etc. to un der stand the heart of God. This
same heart has cre ated each of us to be de pend ent on the sup ply of our
broth ers and sis ters in Christ, and they upon us (Ro mans 12:3-16; 1 Cor in -
thi ans 12:4-28).

The body of Christ is like a beau ti ful gar ment that is be ing woven
with mul ti col ored, in ter leaved strands of fi ber united with dif fer ent types
and length of stitches, which dis plays one over all pat tern of the pur pose
and glory of God among His peo ple.
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The five unique meas ures of grace that the Lord has be stowed on
min is te rial lead ers in the church has been ex pressly given to equip each
saint for such serv ice (Ephe si ans 4:11-16). Only in this way can the body
of Christ at tain to the full ness of ma tur ity and serv ice pur posed by God.
This can only come to pass in as sem blies where valid five fold min is tries
are free to func tion. Over sight of the church should be plu ral and di verse to
prop erly equip the saints. Lead ers must do more than min is ter from a pul -
pit, they are also re spon si ble to pro vide the en vi ron ment where mem bers
can build re la tion ships and de velop their spheres of serv ice. This en vi ron -
ment is small group ori ented, where as “iron sharp ens iron, so one man
sharp ens an other,” and believers are built to gether in the fab ric of His life.

The heart of the lord is to bring forth His body as one new man in the
earth, to be an in stru ment of His hand for a mighty dem on stra tion of His
power to all crea tion. There will be a great in gath er ing of souls in the time
ahead. The unity and love seen in the church will be proof of the gos pel’s
truth and of God’s love for lost men. This will ful fill the prayer of Je sus
(John 17:18-23).

There is a fresh ness in the wind of the Spirit blow ing over the church 
to day re veal ing the heart of the Lord that each mem ber in His body be
equipped for serv ice. Only in this way, can there ex ist the di ver sity of gifts
and serv ices for the Lord to do the mighty work in the earth that He pur -
poses to ac com plish.

(3) Ambassadors of God

The third pri or ity in the Lord’s prayer is seen in His dec la ra tions of
how He had ac cu rately rep re sented His Fa ther. As the Son, He was the per -
fect first Am bas sa dor of God. Je sus pointed to the fol low ing four spe cific
ar eas where He faith fully rep re sented His Fa ther; if we are to min is ter out
of the heart of God as His am bas sa dors, we also will faith fully rep re sent
Him in the same man ner. This is how we ful fill the great com mis sion!

1. I glo ri fied You on the earth, hav ing ac com plished the work which
You have given Me to do. (John 17:4)

Je sus only did what He saw His Fa ther do (John 5:19). We can be -
come very busy with much serv ice being full of zeal and ac tiv ity in His
name, but un less the Lord has called us to what we are en gaged in, we do
not ac cu rately rep re sent Him. It is those who are led by the Spirit of God
who are truly His sons. We are to move in the pur pose that God has for our
lives, not in our un der stand ing of what should be done for God. If we faith -
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fully rep re sent the Lord in our work, the fruit of what we do will glo rify
Him.

2. Our serv ice for God is more than quot ing scrip ture. It is more than
be ing ac cu rate in what we say. If our con duct con tra dicts what we preach
then we ac tu ally mis rep re sent Him. Any form of un god li ness, such as gos -
sip, back bit ing, go ing our own way, un con fessed sin, etc., can only mis rep -
re sent the Lord. To min is ter for Him is to rep re sent Him ac cu rately by our
lives as well as our words. It is what we are as well as what we say, that
quali fies us to be am bas sa dors for Christ. If I speak with the tongues of
men, or of an gels, but do not have His love in my words, I will only be a
noisy gong or a clang ing cym bal.

And I have made Yor name known to them, and will make it known,
so that the love with which You loved Me may be in them, and I in
them. (John 17:26)

God’s name is more than His iden tity as a be ing, for His name im -
plies His author ity, char ac ter, maj esty, glory, power, ex cel lence and all
other at trib utes of His per son. If our min is try does not en dorse Him in His
full ness, we do not faith fully rep re sent Him. An ex am ple would be ne glect -
ing the gifts of the Holy Spirit. If our min is try de nies any of His at trib utes,
then we mis rep re sent  Him. This is one mark of all cults who make Je sus
less than God.

If we build our own “re lig ious king dom” while we are min is ter ing in 
His name, we mis rep re sent Him. If what we build in ministry stands or falls 
on our selves, we surely have built wrong, and thus have failed to rep re sent
Him ac cu rately.

If we gather be liev ers around our selves so that they be come an ex -
clu sive group with a spirit of elit ism and com pe ti tion with the rest of the
body of Christ, then we have mis rep re sented the Lord.

To do “good things” in His name for wrong rea sons or mo ti va tion,
does not rep re sent Him faith fully. If what we do or say robs Him of His
glory, we mis rep re sent Him.

3. I am no longer in the world; and yet they them selves are in the
world, and I come to You, Holy Fa ther, keep them in Your name . . .
. (John 17:11)

The heart of the Lord is to gather His fol low ers to gether so that they
are not scat tered, but can be shep herded and cared for. If we fail Him, the
Lord does not give up on us. He will never leave nor for sake us. When we
ex er cise the same care and con cern that His chil dren who fail will not be
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scattered, we rep re sent Him in truth. Who ever would domi nate the Lord’s
sheep with force and se ver ity, or dis cour age them so that they are scat tered, 
mis rep re sents the Lord. We rep re sent the Lord when we stand united in the
grace of God.

If we teach the saints to avoid and to stay out of con tact with the
world, we mis rep re sent the Lord. On the other hand, if we equip them to
over come the world, and pray that they are kept from the evil one, we rep -
re sent Him faith fully. We are not shielded from hos til ity and per se cu tion of 
the world so that, like Je sus, we too can over come the world and bear wit -
ness of Him. To over come the world is to rep re sent Christ.

4. The glory which You have given Me I have given to them, that they 
may be one, just as We are one. (John 17:22)

Per haps the most im por tant con tri bu tion of Je sus in His min is try
was to re veal, in His own life, the char ac ter and na ture of His Fa ther. He
was liv ing proof of all that He taught; thus, He per fectly rep re sented His
Fa ther. He and His Fa ther were one in char ac ter, acts and words.

For us to ac cu rately rep re sent the Lord, we must be united in the area 
of godly char ac ter. Our lives should ex em plify what we say, oth er wise we
can mis rep re sent Him with out even be ing aware of it.

If we set a stan dard of con duct of God’s peo ple other than to be come
like Je sus, we again fail to hon estly and faith fully rep re sent Him. The Lord
has di rected us to be per fect, just as His Fa ther in heaven is per fect. We are
to be con formed to His im age. To place Chris tians un der laws and rules of
con duct, is to turn them away from the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Je -
sus, and thus mis rep re sent the way of right eous ness given by the Lord.

Just as Je sus was sent into a hos tile, re bel lious world to rep re sent His 
Fa ther, we are also sent into that same world as am bas sa dors of Christ.
How well we rep re sent Him de ter mines how many from the world will be -
lieve the gos pel that we preach and trust in Him.

Whether we are with our fam ily, in a church meet ing or re lat ing to
some one in the world, we never lose our role as am bas sa dors of Christ.
This is the great com mis sion. The ques tion is, how faith fully do we rep re -
sent Him?

Conclusion

It is pos si ble some may dis agree and ar gue that the Lord’s heart is
equally, or even more bur dened for other as pects of min is try, such as s piri -
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tual war fare. The an swer is that the qual ity of all min is try flows out of
these three bur dens that we have looked at. If these are in proper fo cus in
our hearts we will be fruit ful ser vants of Christ in what ever He calls us to
do. Be cause these are the bur dens of His heart, we can be as sured they are
what we also must be con cerned with. If we are de fi cient in any of these
three ar eas we will cer tainly be de fi cient in our serv ice for Him. “The glory 
of God,” “the one body of Christ,” and be ing “am bas sa dors of God” de -
fine the pri ori ties of our serv ice for Christ.

The pur pose of God is the bur den of the Lord; and the bur den of the
Lord is our call to min is ter.
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